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Very little is known of the reproductive disorders caused by this
microorganism. In studies carried out in Australia before the disease
was eradicated in 1968, there was no indication of semen contamina-
tion, nor of intrauterine infection of the fetus (Seddon, 1965).

Swine Vesicular Disease Virus

Swine vesicular disease virus (SVDV) and (FMDV) have both been
isolated from, boar semen. Sows inseminated with SVDV seroconverted
(MeVicar and Eisner, 1977), thus demonstrating the potential to transmit
SVDV infection through this route. Although difficulty with mount-
ing was seen in boars affected with FMDV, it may not prevent collec-
tion of semen contaminated with FMDV or SVDV before manifesta-
tion of clinical disease (MeVicar, 1984; Thacker et al., 1984).

African Swine Fever Virus

African swine fever virus (ASFV) has been described as causing a
highly contagious, fatal disease in domestic pigs, but it also can be
manifested as a mild to moderately severe disease, almost indistin-
guishable clinically from hog cholera. The virus is present in Africa,
Italy, Portugal, Sardinia, and Spain. At present, ASFV appears to
have been eradicated from parts of South America and the Carib-
bean. A report that ASFV, present in cryopreserved semen collected
during viremia from an experimentally infected boar, was transmit-
ted to a recipient female and produced infection (Schlafer, 1983) indi-
cates the need to treat semen as a possible source of infection with
this agent.

Hog Cholera Virus

Successful eradication programs in several countries have reduced
the incidence of hog cholera virus (HCV) in herds of pigs. Because
the most serious chronic manifestations of HCV are on reproductive
conditions, including fertility, abortions, teratogenic defects, and neonatal
deaths, control of this disease has widespread benefits (Cheville and
Mengeling, 1969).

Evidence that a country is free of HCV is required for interna-
tional movement of swine semen. Serological tests and disease con-
trol practices are becoming required conditions for members of the
European Economic Community. Outbreaks of hog cholera are still
occurring in Europe, however, as evidenced by an outbreak in the
United Kingdom (Anonymous, 1986).